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to emphasise. This will in turn depend on the point of
view from which we consider history in general or that
period in particular. The point of view of historians
and sociologists, however, changes more or less with
successive periods, and even each historian or sociologist
will regard different events of a former period as the most
important. This is the more inevitable, as not only does
the perspective in which we see a former period change
of necessity with the lapse of time, but the consequences
and results of that period which, if it is not too remote,
have since become manifest, or revelations due to further
historical research, make us see it in a new light.
We are not only free to choose certain facts or pheno-
mena from among those of a certain period and denote
them by some comprehensive term, but it also depends
entirely on our point of view which phenomena of
another period we shall consider as contradictory to the
former, in short, which group or set of facts, opinions
and institutions we shall oppose to one another. If, for
instance, we comprehend a certain class of political
opinions and institutions by the word ** Democracy ",
we may consider that class of opinions and institutions
which we call by a collective word " Aristocracy", as
contradictory to it. We may, however, from another
point of view or under the impression of different events
consider those aspects which we denote by the word
" Dictatorship " as the " negation " of Democracy.
We shall certainly prefer to do so at present under the
influence of contemporary events, owing to which the
main issue at this moment seems to be between Demo-
cracy and Dictatorship. We might, however, at another
time have regarded " Liberalism " and " Democracy "
as opposed to each other. Several authors have certainly
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